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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – October 24, 2019 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, West Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard 
Sainsbury, Michael York, and Ruth Snyder. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the 
meeting.  
 
Absent: Jane Johnson, Alternate Steve Malone, and Selectmen’s representative Ken Colby.   
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler and Jim Condap from 
Pilgrim Pines Conference Center 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Snyder with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from October 10, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the 
minutes of October 10, 2019. There was a second to the motion by York. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
APPLICATIONS 
Pilgrim Pines 
Pilgrim Pines is an existing camp and retreat center located along the northern and western shore of 
Swanzey Lake. The facility spans multiple properties and its operations include Camp Squanto, the 
Mayflower Family Camp, and a variety of retreat opportunities. Pilgrim Pines has submitted a Site Plan 
Review application to construct a 384 square foot seasonal cabin. A Site Plan Review application was 
approved in 2014 for the construction of two similar seasonal cabins on the property. The campground is 
located at 220 West Shore Road and is shown at Tax Map 46, Lot 20.  
 

Motion was made by Sainsbury that the application of Pilgrim Pines to construct a seasonal cabin 
on the footprint of an existing cabin located at 220 West Shore Road and shown at Tax Map 46, Lot 
20 is complete and ready for public hearing.  There was a second to the motion by York and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Motion was made by Sainsbury to go to public hearing for the application of Pilgrim Pines to 
construct a seasonal cabin on the footprint of an existing cabin located at 220 West Shore Road and 
shown at Tax Map 46, Lot 20. There was a second to the motion by York and no further discussion. 
All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:04 p.m. 
 



 

Town of Swanzey Planning Board  Approved Minutes 
October 24, 2019 
Page 2 of 3 
 

Discussion: 
Jim Condap explained that the cabin would be constructed on the footprint of existing campsite and that 2 
other campsites within the campground would be eliminated to maintain current septic flows. He noted 
that the proposed cabin would be very similar to the other existing seasonal cabins in the campground. He 
added that the plans were reviewed by the Code Enforcement Officer and there were no concerns at this 
time.  
 
Page noted that there were no abutters or members of the public present at the meeting. There were no 
further questions from the Planning Board.  
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:06 p.m. 
 

Motion was made by Snyder to approve the application of Pilgrim Pines to construct a seasonal 
cabin on the footprint of an existing cabin located at 220 West Shore Road and shown at Tax Map 
46, Lot 20. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSIONS AND OTHER BUSINESS  
2020 Zoning Ordinance Amendment Calendar 
Bachler reviewed the timeline for the Zoning Ordinance amendments to be considered at Town Meeting in 
March 2020. He reviewed the amendments that the Planning Board last considered at their meeting on 
August 22, 2019 and asked if there were any additional revisions that needed to be made. No changes were 
recommended by the Board.  
 
It was the consensus of the Board to hold the first Public Hearing on the amendments proposed by the 
Planning Board on December 12, 2019.  
 
York asked whether any petitioned amendments were expected. Bachler stated he was not aware of any 
petitioned zoning amendments at this time. He added that a petitioned amendment would need to be 
submitted between November 11th and December 11th for consideration at Town Meeting.  
 
Presentation on New Hampshire Housing Appeals Board (SB 306)   
Bachler provided an overview of the newly created New Hampshire Housing Appeals Board, which was 
funded as part of the recent State budget agreement and will go into effect in June 2020. He explained that 
the Appeals Board will be able to hear appeals of decisions made by municipal boards, committees, and 
commissions regarding housing and housing development. The principal purpose is to provide 
homeowners, abutters, and developers with an alternative legal appeals process that is less expensive and 
more efficient than filing an appeal with the Superior Court. He noted that decisions made by the Planning 
Board regarding subdivisions and site plan reviews could be brought to the Housing Appeals Board.  
 
The Board discussed the appeals process that is currently available to applicants, developers, and abutters. 
There was a discussion regarding how decisions made by the Housing Appeals Board could still be appealed 
to the New Hampshire Superior Court.  
 
 
 
Master Plan Community Survey Results  
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Bachler distributed the results of the community survey that the Planning Board developed to assist with 
the Master Plan update. He noted that there were a total of 416 responses to the survey. He explained that 
the survey was done online using Survey Monkey and that this program allows one to analyze data based 
on which village respondents live in and their age range. He added that a community meeting would be 
held on November 12th to present the results of the survey and discuss the master planning process in 
general.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
  
Next Meeting:  November 14, 2019 at 7 pm 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury.  There was a second to the motion by Snyder with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:25 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development  
 
 


